
GWI round-up: 

Graduate Women International (GWI) and its membership internationally (including IRFUW) 

works to empower women and girls through lifelong education and training.  

Here are just some of the recent events. You may wish to check out the GWI website and its 

members’ corner for more details. You can also follow GWI on Twitter (GWI@GradWomen) 

to keep up to date on issues affecting women and girls from world toilet day to efforts to 

strengthen women’s political representation. 

The United Nations and GWI: 

On 24 October 2016 GWI joined in celebrating United Nations Day and, on 18 November, 

representatives of GWI attended an address by Deputy UN Secretary-General Jan Eliasson 

highlighting the importance of human rights efforts. GWI is represented at four key United 

Nations centres in Geneva, New York, Paris and Vienna, participating at UN meetings and 

reporting back on various on-mission topics being discussed by international policy makers. 

Literacy and digital marginalisation: 

On 08 September 2016, International Literacy Day, GWI called for digital literacy for girls and 

women to be recognised as integral to modern literacy.  

GWI noted that two thirds of the 758 million illiterate adults worldwide are women. Inability to 

read or write remains a challenge leading to a cycle of poverty and exclusion. With digital 

connectivity expanding, GWI believe it is essential that literacy comprises knowledge of 

digital devices such as smartphones, tablets and computers, in addition to reading, writing 

and numeracy skills.  

Violence against women as a barrier to education: 

GWI is raising awareness of violence against women and girls as a barrier to safe access to 

education. GWI is participating in the #16days of activism campaign on social media and we 

are running in the Geneva Escalade on 3rd December 2016. 

Forced marriage: 

On 27 September 2016, GWI invited all of its members to a webinar on Child, Early and 

Forced Marriage (CEFM), welcoming Ms. Lakshmi Sundaram, Executive Director of Girls 

Not Brides as guest speaker. 

The webinar discussed the issue of child, early and forced marriage (CEFM), a practice 

which affects 15 million girls each year and to share information on advocacy strategies and 

techniques to address the issue, and also to describe some global success stories from Girls 

Not Brides, a global civil society partnership focused on ending child marriage within a 

generation. 

Dance!: 

On 11 October 2016 GWI celebrated International Day of the Girl Child with a flash mob 

dance at the Place des Nations, Geneva, to focus international attention on investment into 

girls. The aim of the event was to increase awareness of the gender inequality faced by girls 

worldwide including the right and access to quality education and protection from early and 

forced child marriage. 
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