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QUEEN’S 
WELCOMES 
NEW VICE-
CHANCELLOR

SIR WILLIAM 
WHITLA’S 
LEGACY TO 
QUEEN’S
Sir William Whitla was one of the 
most significant figures in Ulster 
medicine of any era, with an 
outstanding career and a legacy 
which was quite considerable. 

William Whitla was born and educated in 
Monaghan town. He studied medicine at 
Queen’s College Belfast and in Dublin and 
Edinburgh, after which he joined the staff 
of the Belfast General Hospital.  He went 
on to work at St Thomas’ Hospital London 
and Belfast Hospital for Women and 
Children. 

He built an international reputation and 
produced several highly successful 

textbooks which were translated into 
many languages. The income from these, 
from his private practice and from private 
sources made him, in his time, one of the 
wealthiest professors on the staff.

Sir William was a generous philanthropist 
and his legacies were considerable. During 
his lifetime, his gifts to his profession 
included the Good Samaritan stained glass 
window in the Royal Hospital and a 
building for the Ulster Medical Society.

The Whitla Hall in Methodist College 
Belfast was named after him as he was a 
governor of the school, as well as a 
generous benefactor. 

Queen’s own Sir William Whitla Hall was 
also funded through his generosity at a 
cost of £35,000. Its foundation stone was 
laid in 1939. The Hall was completed in 
1942, requisitioned by the government 
during World War II and officially opened 
on 19 February 1949. This resplendent Hall 
is known to many generations of 
graduates who have received their 
degrees there. 
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The next President and  
Vice-Chancellor of Queen’s 
University Belfast will be 
Professor Ian Greer. 

Professor Greer, born and educated in 
Scotland and currently Vice President 
of The University of Manchester, will 
become the 13th Vice-Chancellor in 
the University’s 172-year history.

Speaking about his appointment, 
Professor Greer said: “It is a great honour 
and privilege to be selected as the 13th 
President and Vice-Chancellor of Queen’s 
University Belfast. I very much look 
forward to working, in partnership with 
staff and students, to build on the 
outstanding achievements of previous 

Vice-Chancellors including, in particular, 
Professor Patrick Johnston, a former 
colleague and fellow clinician.”

“I have great affection for Northern 
Ireland and tremendous respect for the 
University. Queen’s has an enviable 
reputation for research, education and 
innovation and plays a major leadership 
role in the economic, social and cultural 
development of Northern Ireland.”

“I very much look forward to committing 
my energy, drive and enthusiasm to 
leading the further development of 
Queen’s as a world-class global university 
with regional impact.”

Professor Greer will take up his new post 
on 1 August 2018.

If you have any feedback about this 
newsletter which you would like 
to share, or suggestions for topics 
to be included in future editions, 
please get in touch.  

Susan Wilson, Legacy Manager
Development and 
Alumni Relations Office, 
Queen’s University 
Belfast, BT7 1NN.

Phone: +44 (0)28 9097 3162
Email: susan.wilson@qub.ac.uk

On his death Sir William bequeathed his 
house in Lennoxvale to Queen’s as a 
residence for the Vice-Chancellor. This 
30-roomed residence enjoys grounds, 
most of which are not visible from any 
public road, so that the splendour of the 
house and garden are little known to the 
public, despite the proximity to the 
University.

It is thanks to Sir William that we have the 
magnificent sculpture of Galileo by the 
popular nineteenth-century sculptor Pio 
Fedi in the black and white entrance hall 
of the main Lanyon Building. Sir William 
brought the sculpture to Belfast from Italy 
but it turned out to be too large for his 
house and therefore he had it placed in 
the garden. In 1915 he presented it to the 
Ulster Medical Society who, because of its 
size, passed it to the Belfast Central 
Library. The sculpture then went to the 
Ulster Museum and in time to Queen’s to 
be installed in the foyer of the Medical 
Biology Centre in 1980. It was later 
moved to its current location in the 
Lanyon Building. 

The information contained in this newsletter is general in nature.  
It does not constitute legal or financial advice and should not be relied upon as a substitute for professional advice.

Forthcoming EU changes to 
the rules which oversee how 
organisations like Queen’s keep 
in touch with our graduates, 
donors and friends will affect 
how you hear from the University 
in the future in what is being 
described as the most important 
change in data privacy regulation 
in over 20 years.

The Development and Alumni Relations 
Office (DARO) is asking you to formally 
‘opt in’ to enable us to keep you up-to-
date with all the latest news and event 
details from Queen’s.

Regular updates are currently sent to 
keep you informed about the latest 
University research and fundraising 
initiatives, graduate volunteering 
opportunities, achievements of fellow 
alumni and current students, and the 
range of alumni opportunities – such as 
reunions, events around the world and 
alumni discount offers – which are 
available to you.

Even if you currently receive electronic 
correspondence from Queen’s – and are 
happy to continue to do so – you will need 
to confirm this formally by visiting: 
http://daro.qub.ac.uk/OptIn

Alternatively, you can amend the 
information held by us by emailing us 
(alumni@qub.ac.uk) or updating your 
details by joining Queen’s online virtual 
community (https://daro.qub.ac.uk/
UserLogin). 

If you wish to receive a paper-based 
version of your options, please contact us 
on +44 (0)28 9097 3114.

The sculpture of Galileo by Pio Fedi

Sir William Whitla
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DEEDS OF VARIATION

MURRAY’S LEGACY GIFT TO THE SENATOR 
GEORGE J. MITCHELL INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL 
PEACE, SECURITY AND JUSTICE

What is a deed of variation 
(DoV)?
A DoV is a legal document which 
allows one or more of the beneficiaries 
of a will to alter their entitlement, 
usually for tax reasons or to achieve a 
more suitable distribution. The effect 
of a DoV is that the terms are treated 
as having been made by the deceased 
themselves.

Why use a DoV?
The key reasons for varying a will after 
death are:

–  If there is a claim as to the validity 
 of the will, especially in the case of  
 mental capacity

–  A claim under the Inheritance Act   
 1975

–  Reducing the amount of Inheritance  
 Tax (IHT) payable or the savings in   
 Capital  Gains Tax (CGT) payable.

What are the rules?
To be effective for IHT a deed of  
variation must:

–  Be made within two years of 
 the death

–  Be signed by all beneficiaries   
 affected

–  Identify that part of the estate   
 varied and who benefits from 
 the variation

–  Include a statement that the   
 beneficiaries intend the DoV to be  
 effective for IHT or CGT.

It is worth noting that HMRC 
introduced a reduced IHT rate of 36% 
to those individuals who have left 10% 
of their net estate to charity in their 
wills. This can apply retrospectively 
(through a DoV) to deaths on or after 
6 April 2012. This offers beneficiaries 
and charities the benefit  
of a lower tax rate. 

A simple example:
Consider the case where the taxable  
part of the estate is £100,000 with the 
donor choosing to donate a percentage  
to charity. 

The table below sets out who  
receives what.

Charity 
donation 4% 9% 10%

Inheritance tax 
rate 40% 40% 36%

Beneficiaries 
receive £57,600 £54,600 £57,600

Charity 
receives £4,000 £9,000 £10,000

In December 2017, Professor 
Hastings Donnan, Director of The 
Senator George J. Mitchell 
Institute for Global Peace, 
Security and Justice presented 
Angela Narbano Iranzo with the 
Dr and Mrs Tyrrell Prize for 
Conflict Transformation and 
Social Justice. 

The prize was a legacy gift from the late 
Murray Tyrrell (BA German, 1973). Murray 
had studied at Queen’s during a time of 
intense civil unrest in Northern Ireland and 
this experience had sparked an interest in 
the dynamics of conflicting societies. 

Angela, from Valencia in Spain, won the 
prize for her Master’s dissertation entitled 
‘Post conflict intervention with female 
ex-combatants in Sierra Leone’. 

Angela has since secured employment 
with NI Alternatives, looking at restorative 
practices in different high schools in  
North Belfast.

Murray’s sister Helen was delighted to 
learn that her late brother’s legacy has had 
such an impact. She said:  “I feel privileged 
in having a chance to read her prize-
winning essay and know it will add to the 
growing body of literature in this 
important area. The Senator George J. 

Mitchell Institute for Global Peace, 
Security and Justice is doing a great deal 
of good work in this field.”
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THE LIFE-CHANGING IMPACT OF GOOD DEEDS 
AT QUEEN’S

The result:
Therefore, for a testator or a beneficiary 
varying the will, increasing the donated 
amount from 4% to 10% will result in a net 
loss of zero to the taxable beneficiaries but 
the net benefit to the charity is £6,000, 
increasing the total gift to £10,000. The 
increase is borne entirely by HMRC. 

While a DoV can definitely improve things 
after death, it is always preferable to draft 
a properly considered and flexible will in 
the first place, seeking to mitigate tax 
liabilities where possible, and basing your 
decisions on the experience and advice of 
your qualified, professional advisor.

Whether you have already pledged a gift in your 
will or are on the pathway to considering it, 
thank you. You are helping to sustain the good 
work and impact of the University. You are 
showing that you believe Queen’s has an 
important role to play as a world-class 
international university, supporting outstanding 
students and staff, conducting leading-edge 
education and research, focused on the needs 
of society. 
Thank you

Susan Wilson, Legacy Manager 
Development and Alumni Relations Office

Legacy gifts from USA tax 
payers can be channelled 

through ‘Friends of The Queen’s 
University of Belfast, Inc.

Angela Narbano Iranzo receiving her 
prize from Professor Hastings Donnan

Murray and our parents would, 
I know, have been very keen to 
meet Angela and they would 
have been really enthusiastic 

about this piece of work.

QUEEN’S GRADUATES’ ASSOCIATION 
LEGACY GIFT

Dr Kathleen Herron, graduated from Queen’s with a medical 
degree in 1940 and went on to have a successful career as a 
General Practitioner. Kathleen was a life member of the Queen’s 
University Association, subsequently renamed Queen’s 
Graduates’ Association (QGA). 

In her will she chose to generously support family and friends as well as many 
charities (24 in total) which were close to her heart. The QGA was one such 
grateful beneficiary. Her legacy will support the work of the QGA in keeping 
the Queen’s family connected after their time at the University. The Association 
organises a varied programme of activities including talks and visits and 
University-focused events. The highlight of the year is the annual ‘black tie’ 
Charter Day Dinner usually held in November and which attracts around 
100-120 graduates and guests.

QGA President, Fergal McFerran

Kathleen’s gift means so much to the graduates and friends of Queen’s. 
It reflects her connection to the University and what that meant to her 

during her lifetime. Through her gift, she is empowering us, the Queen’s 
Graduates’ Association to ensure we can enable future generations 

of Queen’s graduates to reap the benefits of friendship and a 
shared connection, long after their time on campus.

QGA President, Fergal McFerran

Membership of the QGA costs just £15 per annum and is open to all graduates, 
final-year and postgraduate students.


